Summary: Capgras' syndrome, one form of the delusional misidentification syndromes, is described. Three patients with the syndrome are reported. The first had a right cerebral infarction, the second had nephrotic syndrome secondary to severe pre-eclampsia in the puerperium, and the third had uncontrolled diabetes mellitus with dementia. Evidence is reviewed regarding an organic aetiology for Capgras' syndrome. We conclude that, when the syndrome is present, a thorough search for organic disorder should be made.
The day before, she had set a small fire, but refused to allow the firemen in, claiming they were not real firemen. On the day of assessment, she had poured a bucket of water over a group of elderly ladies who were passing under her bedroom window. She said that these ladies, who were, in reality, known to her, were not her real neighbours.
When her mental state was finally examined (her door needing to be broken down) the most striking finding was her conviction that her sister had been replaced by an impostor who looked the same, but who gave away, by subtle differences of gesture and mannerism, the substitution. The impostor was organizing the persecution, which took the form of objects in her flat being inexplicably moved, a laser beam being directed at her (this being her explanation for a shaft of sunlight shining through her window), and the invasion of her privacy which included the breaking down of her front door.
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